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essages from Baba 


eT S22 


__ In Reality there is only One. In Illusion there are many. The reason why 
" there is so much confusion as to whether there is one God or many is because 
| God is so infinitely One. 


Even to say “There is one God” is wrong. God is so infinitely One that 
He cannot even be called One. One may only say “One Is.” The word 
“God” is only an attempt to give that One a name, for in actuality He has 
‘no name. Even to say that God is One implies there is the possibility of two. 


For one to say there are many Gods is madness. 
| 
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God is that “One” playing innumerable roles, 


For example, E. is sitting with his eyes closed and in his imagination he 
*reates innumerable things, and in the very act of imagining them he pre- 
“serves them. Then he opens his eyes, and in so doing destroys all the things 
“nis imagination has created and held together. Thus the same one E. played 
: lifferent roles, that of creator, sustainer and dissolver. 


Again, when H. is sleeping and is in sound sleep—which is the Original 
state of God—people say H. is asleep; but H. in his sound sleep is not even 
i. (—is not conscious of himself even as H.). When the same one H. 
“Wakes up, people say, ‘““H. is awake”; and when the same one H. brushes his 
eeth, people say “H. is brushing his teeth.” The same one H. is seen and 
“inderstood to be walking, running about, speaking, singing, etc. The same 
one H. is merely playing different roles. In reality, H. cannot be more than 


, 


ine, for there is but one H. . . . 
All that we can ever say is “God Is” or “One Is.” 


There are two things that exist: One and Many. One we call God; Many 
ve call Ilusion. Why? Because in Reality only One Is. Even to call this 
Ine, “One,” is not right: One IS. 


It is best for all to ask God, Baba: “O Baba! You who cannot but be 
Ine, make me one with You.” 


—Se ptember 11, 1959, Meherazad, Pimpalgaon 
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The Unconscious Infinite “I” 


Due to the Original lahar (whim), the Unconscious Infinite “I” »§ 
simultaneously confronted with 1) Consciousness; 2) “Who am I?”; @ 


3) Illusion;—and manifested into innumerable finite “I’s,” and “‘said’’; | 
“Tam stone” 
“Tam metal” 
“Tam vegetable” 
“Tam worm” 
“T am fish” ; | 
“T am bird” + 
“JT am animal” 
“Tam man” 
“Tam woman” 
“T am body” 
“T am energy” 7 
“Tam mind” 


When Illusion disappears, the Infinite “I,” with Consciousness retaim 
says “I am God.” 
f —Sahavas, February, 1 
The Opposite Pulls | 

Reality pulls you towards itself, and illusion pulls you towards its. 

If you let go the pull of Reality, you get drowned in the ocean of illus. 


If you lean towards both, you get crushed. 


So, through love, let go the pull of illusion and become one with Real ' 


Rituals and (eremonies 


The diverse rituals and ceremonies of different religions and cults 
intended to release Divine Love, but they mostly bind the soul to the rep» 
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ave mechanism of expressive forms. Attachment to the rigid forms of 
xternal expression of love for God not only limits the love itself, but 
| -feates separative divisions between one religion and another. Rituals and 
,,| 2eremonies often bind the soul to ignorance and illusory separateness and 
" fpecome an obstacle to real illumination. The true spiritual aspirant is, there- 
“ore. more keen about the inner life. Inner life is based on love for God, and 
tis this love that annihilates all desires, keeping in fact only one desire and 
Jonging—that of Union with the Beloved God. He has no obsessions for 
j>xpressine His reverence in any set forms. Such obsessions twist the real 


: 
| 


ife. The free soul is never entangled in any of these unessentials, and never 
uilows itself to be overpowered by the separative tendencies released by at- 
'cachment to rituals and ceremonies. 

ft 

i 

“Message of Shri Meher Baba at the Opening ( eremony of “Baba- 
wadi and Godugdhalaya” of the Lokesh Uidnyan Mandir on 


October 25, 1948. 


The Chairman Mr. V. S. Modak of the Lokesh Vidnyan Mandir and in 
particular, the originator of the idea, Mr. Goma Ganesh Phatak, are to be 
“congratulated for the present phase of their activity. 


| Selfless work, as you all know, has many aspects in the social and the 
olitical field. Each aspect thereof, though tinged by a particular cultural 
>ackground, has its own merit and consequential reward. 


j But the work relating to the welfare of babies is in a class by itself, Babies 
“ind infants, everywhere in the world, are the very epitomes of God’s purity 
tind innocence. They are guileless and helpless—and yet they desire and 

=xpect nothing. Why do men see and recognize the enemy and the criminal 
Dutside? Because the so-called enemy and the criminal are within them. 


Tam also called Baba, which endearingly means a baby; and in fact, all 
‘sod-realized souls are unsophisticated like babies. I therefore see and enjoy 
ny purity and colourlessness in the unselfconscious ones—the babies, 


| This is what is real selfless service—when you are serving the little selfless 
mes—and this is tantamount to rendering service directly unto God. The 
Biblical statement, “And whoso shall receiveth one such little child in my 
dame, receiveth me,” bears out what I have said. 


y) I bless you all. 


The East Looks at Meher Baba 


I. The Silent Awakener 
By YOGI SHUDDHANANDA BHARATI 
I. Spiritual ICBM 


We are living in the days of nuclear dynamics and space technolo 
Sputniks are flying today to challenge the moon. The helium Zeta w| 
challenge the sun tomorrow. The science-brain soars above ultrasow) 
regions. Scientific intellect has advanced to artificial copying of immor 
Nature. Poor science in the hands of the brute in man forges weapons | 
new danger to humanity. From gun to cannon, from cannon to tank, fro 
tank to bomb, from air bomb to atom bomb, hydrogen bomb, rocket bors} 
cosmic ray, cobalt bomb—the weapons of mass murder are ever increas/i 
and ever adding to the egoistic vanity and ambition of the repressive bro} 
in man. The latest invention of the war-mongering scientific intellecy} 
ICBM—Inter-Continental-Ballistic-Missile. This missile is able to stem 
down all strategic points within 5000 miles in fifteen minutes. It does} 
work with pinpoint accuracy. Science has created a crisis which threat} 
the world with a colossal destruction of humanity. Missiles propelled by » 
nuclear Ramjet can surprise any part of the world at any moment. The fit 
blow shall sweep out years of human construction and leave hideous rus 
in the place of beautiful cities and busy factories. if 


Is there a way out of this tragedy? Yes. It is the application of the spirit! 
ICBM. What is that? It is INFINITE CONSCIOUSNESS OF THE I 
‘LOVED OF MANKIND. It is INNER COMMUNION WITH T# 
BLISSFUL MASTER—ICBM!: | 


with Him we commune in our hearts. 


We have gathered today in the presence of such a beloved Master i 
II. Creative Silence . 
) 


We are living in the days of mechanized industry amidst din and m& 
and “gupguping” smoke of factory chimneys. Our streets are torn by & 
rumbling motor noise and “vikarme”’ of the mike. Tram, train, bus, cine 
radio, factory and politics are shattering peace by the din and bustle 
hellish mechanical noises, But the current that moves all these noisy if 
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shines makes no noise. It is calm, warm, gentle and peaceful expanse of 
lence. From that mysterious silence, the silent Sun emanates as the archi- 
ect of the world we live in. It silently draws up the sea-vapour, spins clouds 
ind causes to pour down the blessed rains that paint the earth green and 
sold. The silent earth smiles silently, bringing out from its deep silence, 
»lants and trees to sustain life here. The silent electrons silently descend and 
activate the electronic age. 


Sages of Silence emanate in this age of mechanical noise. Their words are 
sparks of the supernal voice of the soul. It was during a silence of over a 
at Jwarter of a century that I was able to taste the fountain of grace and bliss. 
My songs are reverberations of the silent symphony of the soul. Silence saves 
energy, silence restores inner peace; silence of the mouth silences the wan- 
dering mind. The temper is balanced day by day by silence; the soul is 
Jiwakened by the gentle music of inner silence. The bees gather honey in 
the peace of the rosy dawn smiling with fresh blossoms. Trees take root in 
(che silent earth. The poet’s inspiration is kindled in silent inner communion. 
i » The painter and sculptor achieve their masterpieces in the deep silence of 

_jtesthetic concentration. The joy of lovers is born in the wordless silence of 
[t dosh) Gia hates aye 

, Mner ecstacy. The heart opens when the mind is hushed. Meditation comes 
ike sleep to a child and divine intuitions flash brightly in the peace of 
eb dynamic meditative silence. 


Thee 
cus III. Emperor of Hearts 


} Our beloved Master is a master of supernal silence. Baba’s mind is a lab- 
gill 8atory of spiritual Silence sparking out the inner fire and radiating the 
THE soul’s mystic dynamism. He is the unique one who has silenced the tongue, 
1H lithought, pen, and all means of outward expression. He has silenced all de- 
sires. He has renounced all attachments. Out of this Silence rises a force, 
a Brahmakaram, which awakens your mind and heart to a delightful cur- 
tent which you would feel when you silence your mouth and mind. I have 
seen more than fifty Mahatmas in my life and meditated with them. But I 
ee in our Beloved a thrilling current of supernal peace and joy full of psy- 
chic warmth of divine love and light. He is a Presence and a Power. 


Meher Baba’s Silence can be understood by Self-Silence; His peace can be 
teceived by peace of mind. The thrill of His Presence can be felt only by 
the absence of your “I” and “mine.” That “mine” shall reveal its treasures 
only when this “mine” is sacrificed. When there is none and nothing in you 
'|except Baba, then Baba shall be everything for you and in you, 


5 


faster 


| 

Baba is not here to give you boons of wealth, children and long life. Hi 

is here to give you Himself, provided you give Him your whole Self with 
out reserve. He is an Emperor of Hearts. He has received lakhs and give) 
lakhs. He has lived in magnificent palaces and in poor huts. But He does ne 
possess any building for Himself except His tomb. He does not pretend to 
immortal in body. Every time we meet Him, He speaks of shedding th’ 
human body and He has built His own grave. He is free from money tain) 
He refuses offerings. In America, the land of “dollar kings,” He rejected a) 
offerings in kind and coin. He takes very poor food but richly provides Fi 
lovers. He offered balls of rich sweets and mangoes to the poor during t ty 


Sahavas and took a handful of dal and rice Himself. 


Have you ever seen a modern yogi who says “Do not bother yourse 
about offerings of money or even flowers?” That is our Baba. Have you ew) 
seen a saint who ordered the return to the donors cf the surplus of the tor 


contributions received from His lovers, after meeting the precise expen | 
for a spiritual congregation? Avatar Mcher Baba did so in connection wi l 


the Sahavas Congregation held at Mcherabad in 1958. , 


That is our beloved Baba of perfect renunciation. Have you seen a Mi 
hatma who says, ‘“No money, no ceremony; do not drink the water that I) 
washed my feet.” He is Baba, the unique personality of this scientific ay 
Millionaires are ready to adorn Him with princely robes and golden ort 
ments and to seat Him on a throne of rubies and diamonds. Have you se 
such a royal sage possessing only two old pink coats? It is Baba, our Masry 
of divine simplicity. Have you come by any prophet who does not want: 
establish any religion in his name and get world fame? It is our Baba, 
Messiah of undivided humanity. 


Says the Prophet of Truth: “I have not come to establish any cult, soci: 
or organization; ‘nor even to establish a new religion.”’ Baba’s religion is © 
religion of the Vedic rishis . . . the religion of the One in the many; it) 
the religion of self-knowledge, which is beyond books and temples, thoug |) 
and words and schools of philosophies. He wants you to read the book | 
pure heart which holds the key to the mystery of life. Like beads on a striw! 
all religions are strung in God-conscious Love. Spoken words have a lin») 
even meditation is a language of the mind. Baba wants you to develoy 
language of the heart which is psychic love. From God came life and | 
Him it must return and be the Divine. Baba wants to evolve the divine fr 


the human, just as plants have been evolved from the mineral, animal from 
| the plant, and man from the animal, and saint from man. 


IV. Infinite Love 


__ Baba is a symbol of love and He wants all your love consecrated to Him. 
“Do you love me?” He asks. Yes, we all love Him, for He is All-Love and 
‘ll the All-Beloved. Have you seen any Avatar embracing men, women, 
will) children, beggars, harijans,* monks and mangs without any idea of their 
ds caste and creed? Have you seen any Mahatmas embracing lepers, sick 
“Patients and destitutes in tattered clothes? Have you seen any saint con- 

' ducting an institution for cranks, fools, and lunatics? It is Babaji who 
gis 88¢8 God in all beings. the Beloved of equal vision and universal mission, He 
vis the Avatar of infinite consciousness in a finite body. 


1 V. His Pure Life 


xpeth 
" Baba’s life is a pure efflorescence of cosmic consciousness. He is a blos- 

/ som of the Immortal, born with the divine aroma. He was born in Poona in 

} 1894, 25th February. His father, Sheheriarji, was Zoroastrian darvish, a 
ill keeper of the tower of silence. His mother was the virtuous Shirin Banoo. 
hit!’ Meher, the compassionate, matriculated in 1911 from St. Vincent School 
: and continued his college course in the Deccan College. He was a poet in 
| the making. He had a taste for Shelley, Byron, Hafiz and Rumi. His bloom- 
ws) ing face and beaming eyes, his warming heart and calming brain, his vernal 
@ beauty and supernal charm manifested his native divinity. 


ing i 


ou die 


Hazrat Babajan, a venerable lady of 122 summers, watched this re- 
markable Meherwan from her abode under a neem tree. One day she beck- 
oned him near, embraced him and kissed awake the Divine Consciousness 
wi in Him. The child of grace felt a thrill of delight. Silent He sat at her 
i feet each day, drinking deep of the fountain of bliss—thrills bubbling out 
i of her divine touch. The lad of nineteen forgot body, home and world. He 
was drawn towards the living masters of the time. Narayan Maharaj of 
| Kedgaon, Tajuddin Baba of Nagpur blessed his rebirth in super-conscious- 
ness. The great Sai Baba of Shirdi called him, ‘‘Parvardigar,” an incarnate 
God, a saviour, Upasni Maharaj struck awake His Godhood and remarked; 
“Meherwan is a Perfect Master; I have given Him my charge. He will 
move the world. Humanity will listen to Him. He is Sadguru; let all 
Carry out His command.” 


"Untouchables. 


Meherwan crossed the planes of intuition, inspiration, insight, emotic) 


and illumination and reached the highest spiritual perfection in Goo 


Realization. He was conscious of the Ancient One in Him. He took en 


lightened silence in 1925, for the spoken words of previous prophets he 


no effect upon the life of progressive humanity. Leather-bound scriptur 
are in pockets and not in hearts of love. He took to hard and lonely resort} 


suffering for humanity, He endured scandals, vituperations and trials; } 


bore with equal mind heat and cold, praise and scorn, summer and winte, 
fame and blame, and He loved even bold critics. His life is a terrible saci 
fice at the altar of love. He extinguished the lower self in the flames of t’) 
higher self and became distinguished as the embodiment of universal lov 


Baba is not in Ahmednagar, or Meherabad; He is not in the body. TH 
form He puts on for our sake. Fatal accidents have shattered the fors 


but the Formless persists in it with a sweet name so that it can work o 
from deep silence the evolution of humanity. 


VI. The Saviour of Humanity i 


Avatar Meher Baba saw humanity in the east and west. He went row 
the world nine times and gave benefit of His blessings through direct a 
tacts with mankind. He was touched by the problems and riddles of exit) 


ence, and gave out His message of hope and redemption. Life is a zig-2 


stream of ups and downs seeking freedom of conscience in the ocean i 


peace and bliss. Politics has rendered the world a cockpit of atoric vendet| 
Religions have not united mankind. They have raised opposing camps ewl 

like politics. We want now the creative leadership of realized souls. T! 
world needs social harmony, political balance, economic well-being, nay 
stability, cultural synthesis by. a synthesis of hearts in psychic love al 
spiritual dynamism. The world needs a spiritual socialism. The cosmic draiit 
has its climax in the collective transformation of the human into its nat 2 
divinity. 


The bird of fire is caught in the cage of mental limitations and dualit 
A master must open the cage and liberate it into the wider garden wl 
higher heaven. Mere words cannot liberate man nor volumes of writil . 
Silent action can do more than eloquent words. Incentric masters ali’ 
can awaken and liberate this excentric humanity. 


Such a master is our beloved Babaji. He deals with human nature wi! 
the skill of a patient artist and gives a Pygmalion touch to the individ: 
8 > i 
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He handles. He bows to all, serves all and embraces all, seeing Himself in 
all. He plays atya patya and gilli danda with His lovers, at the same time 
He kindles in their hearts a faith and reverence, a devotion and emotion 
which words cannot mouth. He has transformed hard hearts into mel- 
lifluous affection by His very presence. 


VII. Universal Light 


Baba today is a Universal Light of silent radiance. The atlas cannot give 
a knowledge of London, nor a painting, the taste of a mango. Go to Him, 
shedding off your sanskaric ego; then alone you can be conscious of the 
God in Him. He awakens your soul when your heart wakes up to His 
silent touch. Hearts are united when Love unites hearts; the world is united 
when hearts are in harmony with the unique Soul of beings. Baba has 
descended here to sow the seeds of Love in our hearts, and through Love, 
to bring the consciousness of Oneness in humanity. Oneness in Love—that 
is the significant message of his incandescent Silence. 


Baba does not bank on the past credit of ceremonial orthodoxy. He is not 
a monotonous revivalist nor a pontiff of sectarian religions. He is not a 
box-office guardian of monastic creeds. He is Himself—He is all selves. 


He is here to awaken God-consciousness in us all, to lead humanity to its 
natural divinity. 


Trust God sincerely and completely. He will solve all your difficulties. 
Faithfully leave everything to His will. Love sincerely and God shall 
reveal Himself. Sacrifice everything at the altar of Love and Love shall 
lead you to the Divine Beloved. Forced meditation is not necessary if you 
love and serve the master sincerely. Suppression of the mind is like caning 
a boy to mug up his grammar. Knowledge must bloom through love like a 
flower and develop like a fruit. Concentration and meditation must develop 
by deep subjective interest in the object. An artist enters natural medita- 
tion when he is in tune with the beauty in the art. You cannot play “Jekyll” 
and “Hyde” with the Divine Grace. Absolute surrender is necessary, False 
pretense is like the false teeth and face powder of a hag. Off with Vanity 
Fair! Amir Chand need not be rich; nor Fakir Chand poor. Name-and-form 
illusion is like Don Quixote tilting at the windmill. The world is honey- 
combed with party politics and pontific vanities. Big words and flattery of 
Gods, change of names and painting of bodies have nothing to do with 
realization of Truth. Mechanical devotion and mechanical meditation are 
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A 
like armchair philosophy in ivory towers. 


Surrender to Light like a morning bud; the bud opens by the grace | 
Light; beauty and perfume jump out of it. Surrender your limited inj} — 
viduality to the Infinite, like a humble flowing stream to the ocean. Thi 
you can become the ocean and dance with its waves in ecstasy. Babas — 
not mum: He speaks to you always in the language of the heart; rece? 
His message of love with conscious love. He knows everything. Wl 
you ask and get His grace, His grace is like water; when you force, its | 
blood; but when His Will gives, it is like pure honeyed milk of Lovs- 
abundance. M—is Mercy, E—is Energy, H—is Humility, E—is Eq) 
nimity and R—is Realization. Meher Baba is a symbol of God-Realizatii 
through love and humility. From man to molecule He is one with all! 

It is time that humanity hails Him as a unique personality. It is tie 
that the world recognizes his advent as the unique manifestation of Ge- ' 
conscious Love. i 


4 


A God we see in human form 3i 
His silent touch brings a reform. 
His contact brings a happy new birth, 
His smile, a New dawn upon this Earth. 
Hail Meher Baba, Sage of Silence! 
Hail Blossom of Omniscience! 
Hail Ancient One of psychic fragrance! 
From above descend, O Mercy, now 
Like Light of Bliss in the Lamp of our Love. 


II. Thoughts.on Avatar Meher Baba 
By ADI K. IRANI 


Time after time, the Avatar, Rasool, Saviour, or Paigambar takes hur! 
form in varied communities. Out of his. infinite compassion, his chi€ 
of birth falls on a community whose existing structure of life in alls 
inner and outer aspects is about to fall. His taking birth in a specific cw 
munity is to strengthen and reinforce its foundation. To imagine mit 
vividly, his coming down is like an Ocean of Light to dispel the dark. ss 
enveloping the spiritual life and aspirations of the people of the com1| 
nity. The blinding effect of the flooding Light creates a natural resista 1! 
so the community in which the Avatar takes birth turns despisin: 
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against him. This natural occurrence, repeated in a similar manner every 
time the Avatar descends, becomes a natural law. The Avatar, in every 
eycle of his descent to human form, becoming a target of opposition 
tw frem his native community, sets up a law also. Hardly any one of the 
i previous Avatars was an exception to this law. 

wl! Meher Baba, by virtue of being the Zoroastrian-born Avatar, not only 
Wi does not and would not oppose this law, but upholds it—the law which, 
ci after all, is created in consequence of the spontaneous and unrestricted 
‘Lo! outflow of his own compassion for the Zoroastrians. 


Meher Baba’s coming down to human life is essentially for the sake of 
| | the entire humankind, irrespective of class, religion or status, material or 
itt spiritual; nay, it is for the uplift of the entire living being. More funda- 
\ g| Mentally, it is for the universal awakening. The down-graded state of a 
certain community only acts as a spiritual stimulus or a pointer for the 


All-Compassionate Being to be drawn down to earth in human body. 


The law creates opposition in the community of his birth. The Avatar 
Bains ascendance over such opposition, It is because of His extreme com- 
“passion for the fallen community that he triumphs over the forces of 
Opposition by trying to bring the spiritual good to the community. It is 
because of the law that the community turns a deaf ear to the silent 

voice of the Avatar. For such an act of denial, animosity and aggression 
"against the personality of the Avatar, the community becomes a subject of 
_fetribution and suffering by being humiliated and oppressed by posterity. 


| The community is not at fault. The law takes its course. The law up- 
“holds itself and becomes instrumental in manifesting the infinite compas- 
/sion and generosity of the Avatar. The forces of compassion and agres- 
'sion have been from great antiquity carrying on their play of opposites in 
‘repeated crises of the material against the spiritual. 


Out of his infinite compassion, the more Baba tries to draw near him 
| those of his community, the more it misunderstands and agitates against 
him, Its oft-repeated stale versions are too illogical to be convincing. They 
are: 


“Here is a lad who had just grown up as one amongst us. What wisdoin 
| can he ever give us?” 
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Such an attitude leads the community to a defiance of him, But becau) 
of the inherent righteousness in every man and a thirst for gratifying }) 
longing for something higher, a Zoroastrian runs after saints and sadha 
faquirs and walis, temples and tombs. He hardly realizes the spiritual wa‘! 
of such gropings. Turning away from the Real, he hankers for the im 
tation that appears so alluring. Giving up the real diamond, he yields } 
the attraction of the valueless glittering of stones to which he offers io 


prayerful worship. 
Baba has taken birth in the Zoroastrian community. He is the Ava i: 


of the age. Because of the law upholding itself, the community has bél_ 
despising him with bitterness and aggression known best to itself. 


In this very community, there are some who love him, trust him al 
bear allegiance to him to a degree that supersedes the allegiance of th? 


from other communities who also love him and obey him. Those fy 
Zoroastrians who have the blessed fortune of knowing, loving and obj; 
ing Meher Baba, should feel themselves duty-bound to go about, dow 


their utmost to enlighten the hearts and minds of those belonging 9 
their community. There cannot be a greater service rendered to your ccm 
munity other than bringing home to its people the fact that the Ancit 
Light has descended to earth to dispel the darkness of ignorance. 


Holding this object firm in view and finding out the ways and means ag 


fulfill the task, we should decide to celebrate in Bombay the coming Birt 
day of Baba on 25th February (1959). It should, as it were, be the & 
vigorous attempt to turn back the community to its own home fia 


which it has strayed. 


Thoughts on Shri Meher Baba 
By P. K. SARKAR 


The year 1958 has been perhaps the most eventful year in the even ill 
mundane life of Shri Meher Baba and what Baba has achieved and reves 
in this year is of supreme significance in the religious history of mank 
He held two Sahavas programs in the year—in India in February anu! 
America and Australia in May and June. What he revealed about hin=l 
in the Sahavas programs in America on May 24th is to my mind the 19} 
beautiful and momentous thing that has happened in the history of 1 
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gion. I draw the attention of all lovers of Baba to this revelation and call 
upon them to ponder on its significance. He declared: 


“God is both the Father and Mother in One. The Avatars are Sons of 
the Father in the Beyond State. All past Avataric periods witnessed the 
presence of the Avatar as the healthy, bright, wise Son of God. ... 
Hitherto, God in the Beyond State did not have occasion to play the part 


| of God the Mother. In this Avataric period, God the Father is very pleased 
_ with Me at My being infinitely bright, wise, efficient, and perfect in all 


fespects as My Father wants Me to be; and I am the beloved Son of My 


Father. At the same time, in this form, I am physically disabled. In 


America in 1952, I was injured on the left side of My physical frame from 
leg to face. In India, in 1956, I injured My right side from head down to 
the leg. Besides teing physically disabled, I am also infinitely simple and 
guileless. Thus I am also the well-beloved Son of My God the Mother. So, 
in this incarnation of the Avatar, God has the occasion, as it were, to play 


| the part of both Father and Mother.” 


The Christians believe in God the Father and God the Just, and to 
them in America Baba brought the message of God the Mother. It was not 


‘necessary in India where we believe in God the Mother also. Thus, Baba has 
been the embodiment of Love. and the message of Love is the only Message 


He has been incessantly preaching to mankind. But who can love the son 


iM) better than the mother? The father’s love and the mother’s love, as Baba 
| has explained in the same message, have this difference, that the father 
| loves the wise, intelligent, and healthy sons, while the mother’s love is the 


Warmest for the son who is a disabled weakling. Baba has proclaimed His 


| Mother’s love for the weakest, the meekest, the most disabled of us in the 
_ above message. Most of us belong to this category and this is, therefore, a 
' Message of hope and aspiration for us. God the Mother has extended Her 


loving and helping hand to us and is keeping an all-night vigil for Her 


i helpless children, 


It is as a mother that Baba held the Sahavas programs, disregarding His 


| health and physical suffering. He was in constant pain. In announcing 
the Sahavas program, He declared: 


“My suffering is becoming daily more intense, and’ my health is daily 


Setting worse, but My physical body continues to bear the burden of it 
| all, Despite it all, I will hold the Sahavas, I expect from you a deep under- 
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standing of My self-imposed suffering which is begotten of my compa 
sion and love for mankind.” 


It is only a mother overflowing with love for her children that ca 
speak in these words. 


This Sahavas is an unique idea conceived by Baba. It is, as He has di 
scribed it, the intimacy of give and take of love. He is the Ocean of Low 
and He gave an opportunity to His lovers and called upon:them to drav|_ 
as much from this Ocean of Love as possible on this unique occasion, F 
has said that this will be the last Sahavas, but it is difficult for us 9) 
believe it. If we have passed the test which Baba laid down for us befor 
His retirement in July, 1958, and if we have held fast to Him and bee 
able to satisfy Him, we are sure that there will be many more of the 


Sahavas programs. 


Let everyone ponder over the unique message of Baba about God t 
Mother and derive new hope and inspiration to love Baba as the Moth) 
and diffuse this love to all. 


Coon 
Baba and the Nilkanthwala Mast 


Just before the 10th of July, 1958, Baba ordered one of his close discip. 
at Dehra Dun to go to Hardwar and bring with him the Nilkanthwe 
Mast to Meherazad, to be near Baba in His seclusion. The following is # 
account of the Mast as given by the disciple: 


On the 4th of July, 1958, when I/reached the place where Nilkary 
Mast stayed, I found him as if ready for some long journey. We looks 
at each other and before I was-able to pay my respects to him, he ordew 
me to come and sit in front of him. This he communicated to me throw 
gestures. He has the habit of communicating through gestures quickly 
an authoritative manner. 


After a while I requested him to come with me to Ahmednagar to mi) 
dear Baba. I told him that the journey y.ould be made in 2nd class : 
cording to his usual habit. He conveyed his willingness for the jourr 
by clapping his hands loudly. We reached Hardwar Railway Station f) 
hours before the scheduled time for the arrival of the train, so the M 
had to wait in the waiting room. 
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The Mast continued observing silence and remained in a particular pos- 


ture almost throughout the journey. I took him once to the dining car, 
where he handled his spoon very efficiently. Half-naked as he was, the 
sight of his handling a spoon while eating amongst cultured persons and 
military officials in the dining car proved most unique. 


When we reached Meherazad the Mast was assigned a separate room 
and Baidul was ordered by Baba to look after him. It was on the 10th of 


July when Baidul sent word that the Mast had broken his silence; after 


that, he talked on all sorts of relevant and irrelevant subjects practically 
every day, such as saying ““Tindamindy, Udia bhai” .. . or, “Cooly lok,” 


- etc. Some of his short sentences were rich in sense, such as “The world is 


a zero and in it is God.” 


Whenever dear Baba visited him. the Mast took special care to offer 


| Baba a seat, saying, “Please sit here.’’ Sometimes he praised Baba in Sanskrit 


verses: “We play with You, we speak with You, we take food with You, 
and we make jokes with You, in our ignorance.” 


He used to cook his food with the help of Baidul. During the cooking 


_ he went on talking, saying mostly words which one could not understand. 


Among the sentences which he spoke to himself, the following is a trans- 


| lation of his utterances in Hindi: ‘““The earth will split; men will become 
| helpless and shelterless like beasts roaming on a plateau. Men will die in 


large numbers and will take birth again. Due to forced circumstances, 
man will be compelled to eat grass and leaves. Old human habitations 
will be wiped out and new ones will be established. The place of the in- 


digenous languages like Hindi will be replaced by the English language. 


Rites, rituals and religious ceremonies will be eliminated. A very big cloud 
will-appear.” 


Once, when he was seated in front of dear Baba, the Mast recited some 
Sanskrit verses, which had been recited by Ravana at the time of perform- 
ing prayers in praise of Shankara. This Mast had been brought to Baba 
Many times before at different places, but he always observed complete 
silence. Only on the 10th of July did he break his silence at Meherazad on 
the memorable day when dear Baba released his Universal Message, “God 
Alone Is,”* and gave instructions to his selected lovers gathered at Mehera- 
bad. Formerly, when the Mast was observing silence, he used to write on 
a slate in English, Hindi, Bengali, and Udia languages. 

*Awakener, Vol. 5, No. 4. 
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On the 2nd of August, the Mast made himself ready for his retu 
journey by tying a piece of cloth around his forehead, another piece arou 
his waist, and putting on his chappels.* Because of the request made / 
him, he postponed his journey to the next day. On the 3rd the parti 
scene was very touching. When Baba came to see him, the Mast clas 
dear Baba’s hands and afterwards put both of his hands on Baba’s he 
in a very loving manner. While walking together with Baba, he kept ir 
peating in Hindi: 


“Please surely call me in the coming life. I will also definitely come thy 
at your call.’’ He continued in a beseeching way, ‘Please release me f 


this body.” 


His parting look was most touching. Just before leaving the Meheraz 
premises, the Mast suddenly looked back, gazed at dear Baba steadias? 
for a while and then turning, left with Baidul for the long journey to © 


abode. 
CK OO NJ 


SONG OF THE NEW LIFE 


of 
Meher Baba and His Companions 
“Absolute and most perfect renunciation of everything, including 

aims and objects, hopes and help, and the idea of renunciation itself, is 
basis of the New Life of Meher Baba and his companions.” The “Song” 
dictated by Baba at Benares, India, November 3rd, 1949. This is an Engy 
translation of the original in Hindi. 

iF 
Listen to the silent words of Meher Baba; 
The life-story of all lovers of God is based on the practice of these wor 
If you are serious about living this New Life, 


Then wholeheartedly renounce this ephemeral existence. 
*Sandals, 


lo 


II. 


We have taken to this life, in which we rely only on God: 
In this our Will, to do or die, is strengthened by the oath taken; 


We are merrily singing the song of hopelessness; 


We are inviting all calamities and difficulties. 
Ill. 


We neither wail over lost hopes, nor complain about broken promises; 
We neither covet honor, nor shun disgrace; 
Backbiting we know not, nor do we fear anyone; 


This is now the color of our New Life. 
VG 


No confusion in the mind now, nor any ties left; 
Pride, anger, lust and greed we know not. 
We have no religion nor care for physical and mental fads. 


The Sheikh and the Brahmin—typifying all castes and creeds—are now 
sailing in the same boat. 


V. 


There is no small or great now, for us all; 

The questions of disciple-Master, or Godhood, no longer arise; 
Brotherliness or fellow-feeling is the link that exists. 

And this contributes to our present enjoyment of suffering. 

A VI. 

This world or the next, hell or heaven, we no longer bother about. 
Shaktis and Siddhis,* occultism and miracles, we no longer think of; 


All these false impressions (thoughts) for us have been purged from the 
mind, 


What has value and importance for us now, is to live in the active present. 


“Occult powers. 
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VIL. 
Dear ones, take seriously the words of Baba when he says, 
Although now I am on the same level with you all, 


Yet all orders from me, good, bad, extraordinary, 


You should all carry out immediately, leaving the result to God. 


VIII. 
Even if the heavens fall, 
Do not let go the hand of Truth. 


Let despair and disappointment ravage and destroy the garden of your fe, 


You beautify it once again, by the seedlings of contentment and self- | 
ciency. 


IX. 
Even if your heart is cut to bits, let there be a smile on your lips. 
Here I divulge to you a point worth noting: 
Hidden in your penniless hands is treasure untold; 


Your beggarly life will be the envy of kings, 


X. 
God exists indeed and true are the Prophets; 1 
Every Cycle (ee an Avatar and every moment has a Wali. 
For us, however, it is only hopelessness and helplessness. 


How else should I tell you what our New Life is! 


The True Teacher 


en 


The True Tcacher is that one 
who, having no need to come, for my sake came; 
having no need to remain, for my sake remains; 


and who, having no need to go, will for my sake go: 


who rocks me to sleep and at the same time awakens me; 


makes me blind and at the same time sharpens my sight, 


and removes my ignorance by making me know nothing: 


who without admonition makes me aware of my shortcomings; 
without urging me to effort awakens and sustains my interest, 


and rewards me without letting my ego become inflated: 


who puts on a coat when it is cold and takes it off when it is hot, 

satisfies hunger and thirst in the same way as I do, 

but does not sleep as I sleep but watches for me my sleeps of unconscious- 
ness: 

who in every way in everyday life acts like an ordinary man, 

is easily pleased and hurt, but being beyond pleasure and pain, 


suffers as no one else can suffer and whose bliss shines through his suffering: 


who is the father of children he has never begotten, 
the mother who never brought forth with labour, 


the brother and friend who sees no one but himself: 


iNpe) 


who is the Goal and its revelation and the pathway to it 
and the path-treader who treads no path any whither 


because he is where be is and has never been anywhere else: 


who, in fact, is the supreme Reality 
but appears to my eyes as very man, to my mind as Rightness 


and to my heart as the ineffable Beloved who may be approached and 
tained. 


—FRANCIS BRABAZON” 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


We are indebted for the following collection to ae Abdullah in » 
book “Shri Meher Baba, His Philosophy and Teachings.’”’ 


. When were you put to school? 
. When five years old. 


. In which subjects did you take great interest? 
All except arithmetic. 


Was your memory very sound? 
And sharp, too. 


Were you ever superstitious? 
. Yes, about cats, at an early age, because of my grandmother. 


Among historical characters and poets who were your heroes? 
. Hafiz (of Persia). 


. Were you proud of being an Indian? 
. Proud of being liked by all. 


Q. For your present position, do you owe any obligation to your teac 
and college professors? 
A. What connection has education with Truth? 


>O Re >O PO PO PO 


Q. Did you visit any saints before conias into contact with Haz 
Babajan (of Poona) ? 
*Reprinted by Special Permission. 
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A. Had not even an idea about it then. 


Q. What was your age when you began falling at the feet of your par- 
ents every night before going to bed? 
A. About sixteen. 


Q. When did you cease doing so? 

A. After Babajan gave the Divine thrill. 

(The above are a few of the questions put to Shri Meher Baba relating to 
his childhood and boyhood by Mr. K. J. Dastur in 1928.) 


Q. What do you teach your enquirers? 
A. According to their individual needs; but when I speak to the whole 
world, my teaching will be universal. 


Q. Can you raise the dead? 
A. If necessary. Christ raised the dead and made the blind to see. But to 
anybody who has attained the state of consciousness that I have reached, 


| miracles are child’s play. 


Q. Did Babajan teach you all that you are teaching now? 
A. No. She did not teach me exactly. She unlocked the door, I knew 


Mithat I had powers within me; but it was She who showed me what they 


meant, It was not something to be taught but to be lived and experienced. 


Q. Do you impose any discipline or rule of life on your followers and 
encourage fasting and vegetarianism? 

A. Only according to their individual needs. One of my disciples in 
India has lived for four years on water and a little milk. But if a man has a 


_ family, perhaps, I don’t ask him to forsake it. 


Q. From which religious teacher did you derive your philosophy, from 


| Christ or Buddha? 


A. From no one teacher in particular. Christ, Buddha, Krishna, . . . these 
are names for states of consciousness. 


(The above questions were put to the Master by the representative of the 
“Daily Mirror” of London in 1932.) 


Q. Are you a Mahatma? 
A. What is a Mahatma? I know the Truth. You live in London. You 
know it, I know. 


Q. Are you divine? 
A. I am one with God. I live in Him, like Buddha, like Christ, ly 
Krishna. They knew Him as I know Him. All men can know Him. 


. Have you solved the problem of evil? 
. There is no evil. There are only degrees of good. 


. What is your secret? 
. The elimination of the ego (False ego). 


. Do you believe in Buddha and the cight-fold path? 
. All religion is ascent by stages to perfect union with God. 


What God do you believe in? 
There is but one God for all men. 


. What religion is nearest to yours? 
. All religions are revelations of one God, 


. Is God a person or a power? 
. God is both personal and impersonal. He is in art, in literaturey 
everything. 
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Q. Are you married? 

A. Sex for me does not exist. 

(The above are some of the questions asked to the Master by Mr. Jaw 
Douglas of the ‘Sunday Express.’’) 


Q. They say that woman is a Gras on man in his attainment of div 
grace. All the saints you see 

A. Ah, no. Woman can aay an important part in the development 
divine grace. She is man’s equal. So long as she is true to herself, all will 
well. But when she surrenders to her surroundings (you understand), — 
function of marriage fails. It is then you have divorces, 


Q. Then the vow of celebacy which the saints undertook... 

A. It is unimportant. Some men marry; others had better remain sin. 
But a man is not particularly more backward because he is married. 
woman by her love can inspire him to know the Truth. But she m 
develop love and not lust. This is the key to happiness. 

(The above questions were put to the Master by the representative 
the “Daily Sketch” in 1932.) 


Q. Is it difficult for you to express yourself clearly (because of your 
i) silence) in your high mission and noble undertaking? 
A. No, because both internal and external mediums are at my disposal. 


Q. Have you concentrated your attention on the uplift of Zoroastrians? 
A. I am actually working for the universal upliftment which includes 
_ Zoroastrians. 


! Q. Is it not time that you should be annoyed by press representatives at 
home and abroad? 
A. Never annoyed with anything or anybody. 
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Q. Have you any political aim besides a religious one? 
A, Spirituality embraces religions, politics and social matters. 

Q. What might be, according to your opinion, the reasons and future 
of the present financial depression? 

A. Self-interest is the reason of the financial depression which will 
| pass away in future. 


Mm 
Q. What’s your line of work? 


A. Love and Service. 


Q. Are you of the opinion that the present civilization is degrading hu- 
| manity? 
' A. No. That which degrades is not civilization. 


Q. Do you take trouble to be in contact with political developments in 
India and of all Western countries? 
A. With every department of life of every nation, 


Q. Is it true that foreign countries like America and England are in a 
position to supply the world with industrial education that has so much 
accounted for their prosperity? 

A. The West can teach material things to the East and the East can 
) teach spiritual things to the West. 

(The above are some of the questions put to Shri Baba by a student resi- 
dent of Nasik in February, 1933.) 


Q. What is meant by superconsciousness plus gross consciousness? 


vet ; ne: ; 
A. There are six states pertaining to consciousness: 
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A = Latently conscious (unconscious): Here the Soul (in the Beye 
State) is unconscious of both the Self and the universe. 4 
B = Sub-conscious: Here the Soul (in mineral, vegetable and ani 
kingdoms) is semi-conscious of the universe. é 


C == Conscious: Here the Soul (in ordinary human beings) is comple 
conscious of the gross world, but equally completely unconscious of 
subtle and mental worlds and of the elf. 


D = Sub-superconscious: Here the Soul (in human beings on the spi 
ual path = Adhyatma Marg = Tarikat) is conscious not only of the gy 
world but also of the subtle and mental worlds, though still it is unc 
scious of the Self, : 


E = Superconscious: Here the Soul (in “I am God” state) is fully © 
scious of the Self, but totally unconscious of the universe =— gross, sul 
and mental worlds. This only is the real state, the goal of all yogas, - 
aim of all religions. This is what is called “Nirvana” or “Nirvikalpa~ 
madhi,” or “Vasl-e-Elahi,’ \.e., infinite, divine consciousness, wherein ry 
realizes or becomes God and entirely free from the bindings of Maya ( 
phenomenon that presents illusion as real), and experiences everlast: 
absolute Existence, Infinite Knowledge and Ineffable Divine Bliss. 


F = Superconscious plus creation-conscious: Here the Soul, besides 
taining God-consciousness (same as in E), regains the consciousness of 
universe (gross, subtle and mental). without the former undergoing 
least change. In other words, the man who, after becoming one with G 
gets back his gross, subtle and mental consciousness (as very, very 
‘do), is conscious of his divine Self and also of tie universe, but in its © 
aspect, that is, nothingness. Hé is both God and man. He knows by act 
continual realization that he and he alone exists everywhere as the Sel? 
all and that the universe is nothing but a mirage and phenomenal! oute« 
of delusion. 


Q. How can we recognize the true Master? 

A. A mirage attracts the thirsty but soon it is discovered to be an i 
sion and not the life-giving water. A false “Master” may attract 
attention of the people through outward appearances, by force of ¢ 
sonality or by intellectual dissertations about spirituality; but he cars 
do that which the true Master can do, i.e., arouse the highest ideals in } 
and touch the hearts of millions. 
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| Q. Do intellectual attainments help or hinder man’s progress on the 
| Spiritual path? 

A. It is impossible to reach the spiritual Truth and Realization by talks, 
arguments, or by reading books, It can be reached by the heart alone; but 
that would be a very slow process. But when the heart and the head are 
equally developed and well-balanced, man’s progress is much quicker. 


The man in whom the head (intellect) is more developed than the heart, 

|| is liable to get idées fixes (fixed ideas) , and he becomes attached to his intel- 

lectual achievements and superiority. The man with a warm heart has 
| greater faith, and for Love and Truth, he will give up all. 


Intellect is the lowest form of understanding, and is developed by read- 
ing, listening, reasoning and logic. These processes create an illusion of Real 


Knowledge. 


The higher form of understanding is permanent illumination through 
which one experiences and sees things as they are. In this state, one feels 
in harmony with everyone and everything, and realizes Divinity in every 

phase of life and is able to impart happiness to others. 


| The last and the highest state of understanding results from the merging 
_ of the soul into the limitless Ocean of Infinite Knowledge, Bliss and Power. 
One who has himself attained to this can enable thousands to attain Per- 
fection. 


Q. Why is meditation on a Perfect Master the most effective form of 
meditation? 

A. By meditation on a Perfect Master who is divine and fully conscious 
of his divinity, the individual who is divine, but not fully conscious of his 
divinity, is led into Divine Self-Consciousness. 


Q. What is the theory of the manifestation of an Avatar? 

A. God-realized Masters always do exist on the physical as well as on 
other planes, but are not always known and seen physically. After cycles 
of years when spirituality reaches its lowest ebb, and materialism is at its 
highest points, and at those critical periods when there is chaos and misery 
everywhere, the impersonal aspect of Divinity assumes personality, and 
the world sees the physical manifestation of an Avatar, or Prophet. 


It is the same Divine Personality who manifested as an Avatar in the 


25 


past times in the different physical bodies and under different names, T 


Avatars and Prophets, after completing their mission of giving a grit, 
spiritual push to humanity, give up the physical body, and assume om} 


more the original, impersonal aspect of divinity. . . . But even in thf 
impersonal aspect, they always remain self-conscious of their divinity. 


Q. Why, when so many beautiful religions already existed, were ad't 


tional manifestations of Prophets or rcvelations of God as Avatar requiru? 


A. At the time of the manifestation of an Avatar, the force of # 
general spiritual push is so tremendous that it creates quite a new awakens 
of consciousness. This, combined with the teachings and activities of 2 
Avatar on the physical plane during the life in which He nanifests Hi} 
self, is given outward form by His followers who call it a new religion. | 


As the force of the spiritual push gradually weakens with the lapse & 
time, spirituality also recedes until it almost sinks into insignificance. Itt 
ligion, or rather, the outward form of it, becomes like a dry crust, reay 
to crumble at any moment, and world conditions reach a climax. It is f 
this critical juncture that the Avatar appears and manifests on the phy. 
cal plane to give once again the spiritual push to the world. The force & 
this spiritual push is again adopted as a new, outward, religious form, 
cording to the existing circumstances. 


This is why the contemporary religions have apparently different fors, 
owing to different times and circumstances in which they were establish 
though in essence, they are one and the same ideal of life taught over ef 
over again by the one and the same Divinity who appeared and manifest 
on earth at different times and under different circumstances. 


Q. What does Shri Meher Baba say about the Masters of the past? 
A. Christ, Buddha, Mohammed, Zoroaster, Krishna and other Mas#s 
were all, in reality, the embodiment of the same divine Self-consciousm 4 
manifesting according to the needs of different periods and of differ € 
countries. 


Q. Are persons who can perform miracles necessarily spiritually perfe: 

A. In the West, people are much interested in the problem of mirac*| 
The ability to perform miracles does not necessarily imply high spiritual) 
Anyone who has attained perfection and enjoys the Christ-consciousm( 
can perform miracles. Healing the sick, giving sight to the blind and e 
raising the dead is child’s play to such a One. Even those who have 


become one with the Infinite but who are only traversing the planes can 
_ perform miracles, and are able to do and undo things. 


Q. Why and when do Masters perform miracles? 

A. Spiritual Masters do not perform miracles to order just to satisfy 
idle curiosity. Miracles were performed and will be performed according 
"to the existing circumstances. Masters have sometimes performed miracles 
when they intended to give an universal spiritual push, 


Q. How doves a Master help the aspirant? 

A. As a rule, Masters help individually according to the temperament 
and preparedness of the aspirant. But this being the Avataric period, Shri 
Meher Baba’s spiritual help to humanity will be both individual and col- 
| lective. He rejuvenates and infuses new life into the old order of things 
_ and imparts the highest state of spirituality—the state of Oneness with the 
Infinite Ocean of Bliss, Knowledge and Power—to the select few. He gives 
) a general spiritual push to the whole universe. 


Q. Does Shri Meher Baba claim to be the Avatar of the new dispensation? 

A. Such a claim would have no value until it were substantiated, and 

once it were substantiated, there would be no need of claims. What Shri 

Meher Baba is and the nature of His mission, will be abundantly demon- 
| strated at the time of His public manifestation. 


Q. Whence does Shri Meher Baba derive His authority and how does He 
know that He is God-realized? 

A. Just as an individual can, from the actual experience that he has of 
being a human, authoritatively say that he is a human being, so does He, 
from His own continuous, conscious experience of Oneness with the In- 
finite, know of His Godhood. 


Q. What relation will His speaking have to the transformation of human 
consciousness which has been predicted, and why has He been silent for 
| eight years? 
| A. Humanity, as at present constituted, uses three vehicles for the ex- 
Pression of thought, and experiences three states of consciousness. These 
three vehicles are: ' 


(1) The mental body in which thoughts arise as a result of Sanskaras —= 
Impressions from past experiences. These thoughts may remain latent in 
the mental body, as seeds, or they may be expressed. If they are expressed, 
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they first take the form of desires, and pass first through bs 
(2) The Subtle body, or “desire body,” which is composed of chal fis} 
psychic senses. They may rest there, as in the case of dreams or unfulfill 
desires, or they may be further expressed through 
(3) The physical body with its five physical senses. 
The three states of consciousness, corresponding to the three vehie:} 
mentioned above, are: 
(1) Unconsciousness, as in deep dreamless sleep; 
(2) Sub-consciousness, as in dreams or obscure, unformed, unfulfil’ jj 
desires; 
(3) Waking consciousness, as in active daily life. 


The process by which thought passes from mental through the s 1b 
into physical expression, may be called the “expression of human wi 


used in its expression, must be perfectly clear, and the interaction betwe)y 
them must be harmonious. The head and the heart must be united, int) 
lect and feeling must be balanced. In order to convey thought to othe) 
man uses speech or writing, or some other physical means of expression; | 
in some cases, as in telepathy, thought is transmitted and received throt 


and by the subtle body. 


The Godman neither thinks nor desires. Through Him, the Divine Ww 
flows inevitably into perfect manifestation, passing directly from the sf 
itual body (which, in the ordinary human being, is not developed) ii} 
physical expression. For Him, the superconscious is the normal stat 
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‘consciousness. He does not convey thought, but Truth, which He eit? 


perience, or which He transmits directly from the superconscious to } 
conscious, from the spiritual to the physical, by means of either the phy 
cal eye, the physical touch or the spoken word. When He speaks, Tr 


convey it, 


So when Shri Meher Baba speaks, He will manifest the Divine Will, 
a world-wide transformation of consciousness will result. : 


Q. How will Shri Meher Baba be able, by speaking, to ease the worl 7 
pression, to solve the problems of unemployment, prohibition and crit 
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A. The root of all our difficulties, individual and social, is self-interest. It 

this, for example, which causes corrupt politicians to accept bribes and 
etray the interests of those whom they have been elected to serve; which 
auses bootleggers to break, for their own profit, a law designed, whether 
‘isely or not, to help the nation as a whole; which causes people to con- 
ive, for their pleasure, in the breaking of that law, thus causing disrespect 
or law in general, and increasing crime tremendously; which causes the 
xploitation of great masses of humanity by individuals or groups of in- 
ividuals seeking personal gain; which impedes the progress of civilization 
y shelving inventions which would contribute to the welfare of humanity 
t large, simply because their use would mean the scrapping of present, 
aferior equipment; which, when people are starving, causes wanton de- 
truction of large quantities of food simply in order to maintain market 
srices; which causes the hoarding of large sums of gold when the welfare 
the world demands its circulation. These are only a few examples of the 
vay self-interest operates to the detriment of human welfare. Eliminate 
elf-interest, and you will solve all your problems, individual and social. 


But the elimination of self-interest, even granting a sincere desire on the 
rart of the individual to accomplish it, is not easy and is never completely 
chieved except by the aid of a Perfect Master Who has the power to con- 
vey Truth at will. For, self-interest springs from a false idea of the true 
iature of the self, and this idea must be eradicated and the Truth experi- 
‘nced before this elimination is possible. Shri Meher Baba intends when He 
‘peaks to reveal the One Supreme Self which is in all. This accomplished, 
Vhe idea of the self as a limited, separate entity will disappear, and with it 
vill vanish self-interest. Cooperation will replace competition, security will 
eplace uncertainty, generosity will replace greed, exploitation will dis- 
ppear. 

Q. Will His work, like Christ’s work, be missionary? 

A. He will establish no new religion, yet His work will embrace all re- 
igions in their essence and spirit; in other words, in its mystical and spir- 
ual aspects, and be absolutely unconcerned with their ceremonial side and 
ry dogmas. His work, therefore, will not be missionary, in the narrow 
ense of the word, but will permeate through all religions. 


Q. Why does He keep changing His plans, and postponing His promises 
f healing? 


A. Although He seems to change His plans, and apparently does 1 
keep His promises about the dates of His speaking and healing, ete., 
reality, it is not so. For, as a Perfect Master, He knows all that is to happ 
in future, As a matter of fact, everything is planned and arranged by Hi 
beforehand. And so, although He really knows when He is destined 
speak and heal, He postpones the dates from ‘time to time in order to gi 
greater force to His final workings, and in order also that all that He 
planned during these past years will be revealed fully on the day of I 
manifestation, 


Q. If He can raise the dead, why does the Master allow His disciples 
get ill or die? 

A. Although spiritually the Master of everything, He never unnec 
sarily interferes with the laws of nature and Karma governing all existen 
and belonging to Himself. The terrible sufferings that the past Mast 
and their disciples underwent, were due, on one hand, to these laws 
nature, and on the other to the reason that by their vicarious sufferin; 
they were able to help spiritually all humanity. 


Q. How is it, that the Master, being super-human, still bas hunger, thir} 
and the need of sleep? 3 
A. The Master works on different planes—spiritual. mental, astral ar 


body, He can aid highly advanced souls on the mental plane, less advanet 
souls on the astral plane and ordinary human beings on the physical plar 
He uses the appropriate body—spiritual, mental, astral or physical—as dh On 
medium for His work on the required plane. 


It is rightly said that the true teacher is he who can come down to thy 
level of the student. The Master comes down to the level of this world for 
its upliftment. This physical body, now His medium of work, has it 
physical needs, food and rest, which must usually be attended to physi! 
cally. If necessary, He could live without food or water for days togethe 
In fact, He has often fasted for long periods. 


This attention to the requirements of the physical body of the Masten 
although outwardly similar, is inwardly different. It is not, as in ordinal 
men, actuated by any desire’ to satisfy hunger, thirst or sleep, nor for t 
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| 
inds to the physical needs of the body merely to preserve it as a medium 
or the great work that He has to do for humanity on this physical plane. 


Q. Why, if He knows everything, does the Master ask questions? 

A. The impressions (Sanskaras) of the experiences of the innumerable 
ast lives of an individual remain in his mental body in the form of thoughts 
‘hich lie, like seeds, latent and unmanifested. When faced with suitable 
ircumstances and environments, these thoughts are expressed in the subtle 
ody as desires and emotions. And these, when expressed more fully, de- 
elop into physical actions in the gross body. 


The Master knows the expressed as well as the unexpressed thoughts of 
veryone, yet he sometimes asks questions. While asking questions He acts, 
hrough His working on the inner planes, upon the expressed and un- 
xpressed impressions of the individual or individuals with whom He is 
seaking, and renders them impotent while they are still in the mental 
ody so that they cannot develop and eventually be expressed in the form 
)£ desires and actions. 


/ In short, the Master, through His subtle working, checks certain evil 
vhoughts in their very growth, eradicates the unexpressed desires and thus 
“revents them from developing into those expressions of desire and cor- 
“esponding action which might cause harm to the individual and hinder 


is spiritual progress. 


Q. What are the psychic, mental or spiritual reactions to preserving 

il nce, as you do for so long, and in what degree do our organisms react 
\rom the same practice over a short period of time? 
A. Universal Mind and Infinite Consciousness have infinite ways of 
orking universally. So whichever work one of Infinite Mind and Univer- 
al Consciousness does, it reverberates throughout the universe and produces 
eflex action. If he fasts, the result of fasting is felt by the whole universe 
piritually. A Master’s working is always for the spiritual end. If he ob- 
erves silence, the same result is brought about. 


Now, the world is laboring under a terrible economic chaos. To follow 
he spiritual path and to enable the mind to accept the spiritual, the mate- 
ial needs to an extent must be satisfied. So when I, with my own hands, 
ive food and clothing to the poor, the result will be that the world will 
sain its economic and material welfare, When I give the wad and the 
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When I ask any one of you to bathe a leper, your doing it serves a dual! 
purpose. In the first place, you are trained to tackle difficult and disagree- 
able work, which ultimately, from the spiritual standpoint, results in 
gradual elimination of the ego, and secondly, the habit of obeying my 
orders implicitly and unquestioningly is developed. For example, if I ask 
you to observe silence, and if you have had sufficient grounding in the mat 
ter of obeying me unquestioningly, no other extraneous considerations | 
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nected with me, your observance of fst aie silence or bathing of the lepe 
etc., will affect the whole range of your work for me. 


BABA PEARLS 


e Iam not here just for crowds. I am here for the individuals dispers aa 
among the crowds who silently adore Me. 


e Do not worry. Love Me more and more. Hold on to My daameny 
whatever the trials and difficulties you may be passing through. Yor 
are sharing in My Universal Working and are fortunate to do so. The 
time is not far when I will reveal Myself and you will see Me as I AM 
My love to you each. 3 

—A pril, 1957 
e The purpose of life is to realize God within ourselves. This can by 
done even whilst attending to our worldly duties. In the everyday wall 
of life and amidst intense activities, we should feel detached and dedi 
cate our on to our Beloved, God. 


e Don’t worry about anything. Keep thinking of Me constantly. I a 
the only One that exists, the only One that matters. afm 
Src 1956 | 


God is illusion and that the only way to be united with this Self of ab 
selves is love, sacrifice, and unreserved and honest resignation to th 
Beloved’s will. I am the Self in all. I am the ultimate Goal. So love 
with all your honesty and being... 

—December, 1956 


» Under all circumstances hold fast to My undying love and you will 
ive in Me forever. 


Do not worry. Even though the world collapses around you, do not 
orry. Worry accumulates and grows in strength, becoming a habit 
ong after the original cause has ceased to be. 


I love you as God alone can love ... Hold on to My daamen, love 
‘Me more and more, and you will reccive fully what I have to give. My 
"ove to you each. 

—December, 1957 


» The only place that can hold Me is the heart. Keep Me close with 
~vou—I am always there. 
—June, 1958 


+* The Universe will be shaken, and the brunt of the impact will fall 
on Me. 


You have no idea what I am bearing — but I have the biggest of 
~nearts—I am the Ocean. 


Do not try to understand Me. My depth is unfathomable. Just love 


» I am really the only One who is not in seclusion. It is the rest of 
numanity that is in seclusion, and I have come to make it emerge into 
“eternal Freedom. 

'» The time has come, and it has to be. It will keep growing, spread- 
ng all over and nothing can or will stop it. 

Firmly resolve that you will love Me with all your heart, and that 
vou will try your best to give happiness to others at the cost of your 
ywn. Try to follow these two things .. . 


inf —February, 1958 
yo)® All this is a dream. Only, you all do not realize it is a dream. 

f d —February, 1958 
"> How can I narrate what I found by finding Me? 

ove” —July, 1959 
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A Persian Mystic’s Glimpses of Illumination 


Kushroo, who lived around 1200-1300 A.D., wrote these glimps 
here translated and interpreted by Dr. Fredoon C., Birdi: 


O Thou, whose glorious face is the envy of the most beautiful om 
However much | praise Thee, still Thou art beyond all praises! 


Even just a glimpse of illumination fills a man with so much ecstasy ai 
rapture, that he never forgets that thrill, and often it becomes a turni 
point in his life. 


To find Thy peer, | have searched the whole blue-vaulted sky, scrutiniz 
even the glorious Sun and the resplendent Moon, aye, even dipped i 
Venus and Jupiter, but all to no purpos —Thou aré incomparable. 


Even a moment of cosmic-conscious state is a unique, never-to-b 
forgotten experience. It is a sort of ethereal and heavenly condition 
cannot be translated into our material sensations and experiences. 


I become Thou, and Thou becomest me; 1 become soul and Thou be 
comest the body, that none dare say that | am this and Thou art that. 


This is the mystic’s way of putting the Christ’s “I and the Father are} 
One,” the Buddha’s “Divine Unity,” the Zarathustra’s “Soul of Nature” 
when the individual soul unifies itself with the Universal, and so is in tut 
with the Infinite. 


Thou hast dawned upon me so suddenly and unexpectedly that 1 am 4 
most taken by.surprise and overpowered completely, and have lost 
heart and soul at Thy feet. 


This condition of divine illumination often comes when it is least & 
pected, and takes its subject almost oii his feet, so that sometimes he fal 
into a fit of ecstatic laughter, and on other occasions he indulges in rap 
turous wailings. 


I have seen the precious rubies of Badakhshan and 1 have handled # i} 
priceless pearls of Aden, but Thou! O Beloved! art a unique Jewel, beyon 
all praise or price. 


_ This cosmic-conscious experience is so different from all that it cannot 
de compared to any. It can only be known and understood when you have 
one through it yourself and felt it in your very soul. 


I, a poor and humble wanderer, have accidentally stumbled into Your 
“ity, so now, in the name of Heaven, have pity on me, and give me another 
of Your sweet and benign glances. 


One experience of this kind very often convinces a man, and shows him 
the real difference between Reality and unreality, spirit and matter, truth 
ind its opposite, and thereafter he views life through a clear perspective; 
»and so nothing short of this real experience ever afterwards satisfies him; 
_ for now he has learned to give true evaluation to things according to their 
dearing upon the real, universal and eternal ideas. 
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Out 


uty Page Para. Line Please read: Instead of: 
. 6 2 2 Cricketers © Cricketeers 
; 7 ~ P.S.footnote They won some of the They won 
County. matches 
; 9 3 4  Shantadevi ‘Shandadevi 
9 2 1 Jim Mistry Jim Meester 
ii 20 4 3 Lonavala Lonadala 
Be”. 4 § Ki Jai Ki Ji 
34 6 3. Stay With God ; Stay with God 
(mm 36 2 8 vision version 
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We enjoyed reading them and truly all were good; it was hard to deci, 
on our prizes. We hope to print the articles in later issues. 
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